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US to Germany Relocation Checklist

A practical, step-by-step list for American citizens moving to Germany: paperwork, deadlines,
housing setup, and the first 30 days.

Last updated: December 24, 2025

Tip: print this, keep one copy in your carry-on, and store a scanned copy in a cloud folder you can access from
Germany.

8-12 weeks before departure

[] Pick your residence path: employment (skilled work), EU Blue Card, Opportunity Card (job search), study,
self-employment, or family reunification.

[1] Check whether your degree/qualification is recognized in Germany (anabin / ZAB statement / formal
recognition for regulated professions).

[] Collect core documents: passport, birth certificate, marriage certificate (if relevant), diplomas/transcripts,
job references, proof of funds.

[1 Arrange certified translations where required (German authorities often require certified translations for
civil-status documents).

[] Create a document folder: printed copies + a single PDF bundle (scan everything).

[1 Planyour initial address in Germany around registration (Anmeldung): confirm the landlord/housing
provider can issue a Wohnungsgeberbestatigung (landlord confirmation).

[1 Budget for front-loaded costs: first month’s rent, deposit, temporary housing, health insurance gap, and
appointment/processing fees.

First 14 days in Germany

[1] Move into an address you can register (your name should appear on the mailbox).

[] Bookand complete your Anmeldung (address registration) as soon as you have the move-in date and
landlord confirmation.

[] Collect your Meldebescheinigung (registration certificate) and save digital copies.
[] SetupaGerman SIM/eSIM and a reliable way to scan/print documents (paperwork is still common).

[1 If employed: confirm which health insurance route applies (statutory vs private) and get written proof of
coverage.
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Day 1-90: residence permit and core admin

[] Ifyou entered visa-free and plan to stay long-term: start the residence permit process immediately
(foreigners authority pre-application + appointment).

[] Prepare the immigration file: passport, biometric photos (as required), proof of address, proof of health
insurance, job contract/admission letter/business plan, proof of finances.

[] Track your tax ID (Steuer-ID): it is sent after Anmeldung; follow up if it does not arrive.
[] Open abank account (often easiest after Anmeldung) and set up SEPA payments for rent and insurance.

[1] Keep every official letter (and scan it). Many steps require paper proof.

Housing checklist

[] Understand the price: cold rent (Kaltmiete) vs warm rent (Warmmiete) and what utilities are included.

[] Deposit (Kaution): confirm the amount, payment schedule, and the deposit return conditions in the
contract.

[] Prepare arental dossier for long-term apartment hunting: 1D, income proof, short cover note, references,
SCHUFA (when available).

[] Do amove-ininspection (Wohnungsubergabe): record condition, keys, and meter readings; take
timestamped photos.

[] Keep the handover protocol (Ubergabeprotokoll). It can matter for deposit return disputes.

Common friction points

[1 Appointment scarcity: Burgeramt and foreigners authority slots can be limited. Book early and keep
confirmation emails/screenshots.

[1 Qualification recognition: regulated professions require recognition before you can work in the role.
[] Insurance choices: statutory vs private can affect costs and flexibility later.

[] Newcomer disadvantage in housing: no SCHUFA or German payslips at the start—plan a temporary
housing phase.

Quick “first month” target state

[] You have completed Anmeldung and have a registration certificate.

[] You have valid German health insurance coverage and proof of it.

[] Yourresidence permit process is submitted and an appointment (or confirmation) is scheduled.
[] You have a functioning bank account and can pay rent via SEPA transfer.

[1 You have a housing plan: temporary base now + long-term search strategy.

Note: This checklist is educational. Immigration rules, city procedures, and document requirements change.
Always confirm with official German sources and your local foreigners authority.
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